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STORIES

It’s not easy to drop everything. Receiving care 
close to home made it easier. 

~Marc Paxton

Mark & Steve Deacon
Legacy Society members since 2010Meet

Type of 
charitable bequest

A bit of 
background

The Deacon’s charitable bequest will help purchase 
medical equipment to meet the future needs of your 
community’s hospital care.

“Our donation will purchase critically important medical 
equipment beyond government funding. We’re helping 
purchase something tangible that could help save a life.”

The Deacon’s moved to North Bay from Toronto in 2007. 
With northern roots; Mark from Englehart and Steve from 
Cobalt, they welcomed the opportunity to return to the 
north and get involved in their community. 

“We’ve got two 12 year old boys, Will and Freddy, so 
we’re no stranger to the Emergency Department. Freddy 
has a severe peanut allergy so we’ve visited a few times 
with close calls. We’ve always been well cared for. This is 
our way of giving back.”

“Right now, the hospital is so important because of my 
boys. But, the reality is, you never know when you might 
need it.  I’m 46 and Mark is 52, at some point I know we 

will all receive care there.” 
        Steven Deacon
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Care Close to home important to North Bay Cancer Survivor
Marc Paxton grateful to be close to family, friends home and work during treatment.

In the spring of 2016, Marc Paxton, a 
North Bay business owner, visited his family 
doctor for what he thought was a minor health 
concern. When his doctor reviewed the results 
of his blood tests, it showed his hemoglobin 
was unusually low. 

They suspected anemia, a blood disorder, 
but that didn’t explain the amount of weight he 
had lost. “As someone with a healthy appetite, 
my family and I were concerned,” Marc says. 
“We began thinking it was something more 
serious.” 

A referral to another physician led to more 
blood tests and a CT scan within three days. 
The result—Non Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, a 
cancer found in your lymph nodes. 

“When I first saw my doctor, I knew 
something was wrong,” he remembers. “A 
million things went through my mind.” Marc 
says one of the toughest moments he had with 
his diagnosis was calling his father to share 
the news. “I hadn’t really had an emotional 
reaction to my cancer diagnosis until that 
phone call,” he says. 

Immediately Marc was referred to the 
Northeast Regional Cancer Centre in Sudbury. 
“The care team was waiting for me to arrive,” 
he recalls. “I couldn’t believe it.” It was there 
over of the course of nine days where Marc 
would receive a blood transfusion, a biopsy 
of his lymph nodes, two chemotherapy 
treatments and a bone marrow test. 

His cancer was stage three. 

After those initial nine days in Sudbury, 
Marc was able to return back home to North 
Bay and was able to continue his care at 
NBRHC. “I am really glad I was able to have 
my treatment close to home. There were times 

Marketing partnerships are mutually beneficial ways 
for businesses and charities to help each other. 
You can help have an impact on your hospital and 
community through joint marketing programs, while 
strengthening your own brand. 

Benefits
• support a cause important to you
• increase joint marketing opportunities

Homes 4 Hospital
Shawn Roy with Remax Realty North Bay is 
partnering with the Foundation to support youth 
mental health programs. Shawn generously donates 
a percentage of his commissions to an area of care 
close to his heart. 
“Our community is really generous. This is just one 
way business owners can go above and beyond for 
their favourite charity.” ~ Shawn Roy

when I wasn’t feeling well and was grateful that 
I was close to my family, my friends, my home 
and my work,” he says. 

By having his chemotherapy treatments 
in North Bay, Marc’s wife Lise was able to 
continue working, and he was able to keep his 
business going.  “As a business owner, it’s not 
easy for me to leave everything at the drop of a 
hat,” he says. 

During his chemotherapy at NBRHC, Marc 
says he began to feel very connected to the 
staff on the chemo unit.  “The nurses in chemo 
always used my first name which made me feel 
more comfortable. I wanted someone who was 
looking after me to know me.” 

Marc finished his chemotherapy this past 
December and is now in remission. He says the 

wait to find out if the treatment worked was the 
hardest part. “When you are ‘in chemo’ you feel 
proactive, that you are doing something to fight 
the disease. When you are waiting, you are just 
waiting. It’s hard when you don’t know what to 
expect.” 

Marc says while in treatment, it can be hard to 
stay positive all the time. “You don’t want to let 
the people around you down. You are fighting 
the disease for yourself and for them.” That’s 
why having care close to home is so important 
for Marc and other patients just like him. 

Marc’s business, Paxton Distributing, has 
been a sponsor of Our Hospital Walk/Run 
for nearly a decade. He says supporting the 
hospital has always been important for him. “Our 
hospital is a big part of our community and we 
are fortunate to have it to look after our loved 
ones. That’s why I donate.” 

There were times when I wasn’t 
feeling well and was grateful 
that I was close to my family.

Marc and Lise have been married for 17 
years. Their daughter Darby is 16. 

Marc is now in remission. 

SAVE THE DATE

Farquhar Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Charity Golf Tournament
Sunday, May 28, 2017
Dennis Murphy 705.471.2258

Osprey Links Charity Golf Gala
presented by Bell Let’s Talk
Wednesday, August 16, 2017
705.495.8125

Powassan Motorcycle Rally
June 30 - July 2, 2017
www.bikersbattlingcancer.ca

Cause Marketing and Partnerships


